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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's response to the last Office Action, filed 08/21/2006, has been entered and made of 
record. 

2. Applicant has amended claims 1 and 9. Claims 16-20 have been added. Claims 1-20 are 
currently pending. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1. 9, 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Carini et al. (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,456,740). 

1. A method for processing form input data comprising: 

capturing user strol^e data from a form including stroi^es made by a user witti a pointing device by 
tracing over at least one form identifier character that is pre-printed on the form; 

Carini discloses a system in which the user's stroke data is captured and used to identify the form from a 
plurality of other forms (col. 2, I. 14-25). Carini further disclose tracing over at least one form identifier 
character that is pre-printed on the form (col. 7, L 26-28 & Fig. 6A). 

processing the strokes in order to determine form identification data; 

(col. 2. I. 30-33) 

retrieving a form template using the form identification data; 



(col. 2. 1.51-61) 
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processing the form input data using the form template, wherein the at least one form identifier 
character includes a plurality of distinct characters from a character set 

Carini discloses the entering of a unique form identifier character (col. 2, I. 17 & col. 7, 1. 26-28 & Fig. 6A) 

9. A system for processing form input data comprising: 
a processor; 
(col. 4, 1. 8-23) 

a storage device connected to the processor; 
(col. 4, I. 1-7) 

the storage device storing a logic program; 

(col. 4, 1.1-23) 

the processor operative with the logic program to perform: 
(col. 4. I. 8-23) 

capturing user stroke data relating to strokes made by a user with a pointing device 
corresponding to at least one form identifier character that is pre-printed on the form; 

Carini discloses a system in which the user's stroke data is captured and used to identify the form from a 
plurality of other forms (col. 2, I. 14-25). Carini further disclose tracing over at least one form identifier 
character that is pre-printed on the form (col. 7, I. 26-28 & Fig. 6A). 

processing the strokes in order to determine form identification data; 

(col. 2, I. 30-33) 

retrieving a form template using the form identification data; 

(col. 2, 1.51-61) 

and processing the form input data using the form template, wherein the at least one form 
identifier character includes a plurality of distinct characters from a character set 

Carini discloses the entering of a unique form identifier character (col. 2, 1. 17 & col. 7, 1. 26-28 & Fig. 6A) 

16. The method of claim 1 wherein the character set is the alphanumeric character set 

Fig. 6A 

17, The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

processing the strokes in order to determine a unique instance data identifier for the particular 
form. 
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(col. 4. I. 8-23) 

18. The method of claim 1 wherein the character set includes non-alphanumeric characters 

Carini discloses the use of symbols, which are interpreted by the examiner to read on non-alphanumeric 
characters (col. 6, 1. 20-23). 

19. The system of claim 9 wherein the character set is the alphanumeric character set 

Carini discloses the use of alphanumeric characters (col. 6, 1. 20-23 & Fig. 6A). 

20. The system of claim 9 further comprising the processor operative with the logic program to 
perform: 

processing the strokes in order to determine a unique instance data identifier for the particular 
form, and wherein the character set includes non-alphanumeric characters. 

(col. 2, I. 34-61 & col. 6, I. 20-23) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-8 and 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carini et 
al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,456,740) as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Mattaway 
etal. (U.S. Patent Number 6,618.040). 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the pointing instrument is a digital pen and strokes are provided 
by the user writing on a paper form. 

Carini discloses the recording of electronic stroke data, which is indicative of a digital pen device (col. 2, 1. 
18-20) but does not explicitly state an electronic pen. Mattaway however does in fact disclose an 
electronic pen (8) used to capture the stroke data made on a piece of paper (Fig .2). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Mattaway 
with the teachings of Carini and use the electronic pen or digital pen to capture the electronic or digital 
stroke data because it is one of the most simple and effective ways to do so and is exceedingly well 
known in the art. 



3. The method of claim 2 further comprising: 
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processing a pre-determined portion of tlie stroke data corresponding to at least one control 
string character to determine the form identification data; and 

Carini discloses at least one control string character (col. 2, 1. 34-61 & col. 6, 1. 32-33). 

receiving user pen stroke data from at least one data field of the form before processing the 
strokes in order to determine the form identification data. 

Carini (col. 2. 1. 34-61). 

4. The method of claim 2 wherein: 

processing stroke data that satisfies pre-determined criteria to determine the form identification 
data. 

Carini discloses processing stroke data that satisfies pre-determined criteria to determine the form 
identification data (col. 2, 1. 34-61). 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein: 

the pre-determined criteria includes font criteria. 

Carini discloses the height of a character as an aspect of the pre-determined criteria which would 
constitute font data (col. 6, 1. 34). 

6. The method of claim 3 wherein: 

the pre-determined portion of the stroke data is related to a pre-determined physical portion of the 
form. 

Carini (col. 2. 1. 34-61 & col. 6. I. 33-34) 

7. The method of claim 2 wherein the form identification data includes a form serial number 
printed on the form. 

Carini (col. 7, 1. 26-28) 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the form serial number printed on the form includes a dashed 
font 

Carini discloses the use of a form identification serial number but does not specifically disclose the serial 
number including a dashed font. Official Notice is being taken that it is old and well known in the art to 
dash a character to indicate that it is to be traced (MPEP 2144.03). It would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize Carini's form identification serial 
numbers with the obvious addition of making the serial numbers on the forms a dashed font in order to 
indicate what should be traced over by the user. 

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the pointing instrument is a digital pen and strokes are 
provided by the user writing on a paper form. 

Carini discloses the recording of electronic stroke data, which is indicative of a digital pen device (col. 2, I. 
18-20) but does not explicitly state an electronic pen. Mattaway however does in fact disclose an 
electronic pen (8) used to capture the stroke data made on a piece of paper (Fig .2). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Mattaway 
with the teachings of Carini and use the electronic pen or digital pen to capture the electronic or digital 
stroke data because it is one of the most simple and effective ways to do so and is exceedingly well 
known in the art. 

11. The system of claim 10 further comprising the processor operative with the logic program to 
perform: 

processing a pre-determined portion of the stroke data corresponding to at least one control 
string character to determine the form identification data; and 

Carini discloses at least one control string character (col. 2, 1. 34-61 & col. 6, 1. 32-33). 

receiving user pen stroke data from at least one data field of the form before processing the 
strokes in order to determine the form identification data. 

Carini (col. 2, I. 34-61). 

12. The system of claim 10 further comprising the processor operative with the logic program to 
perform: 

processing stroke data that satisfies pre-determined criteria to determine the form identification 
data. 

Carini discloses processing stroke data that satisfies pre-determined criteria to determine the form 
identification data (col. 2, 1. 34-61). 

13. The system of claim 12 wherein: 

the pre-determined criteria includes font criteria. 

Carini discloses the height of a character as an aspect of the pre-determined criteria which would 
constitute font data (col. 6, 1. 34). 

14. The system of claim 11 wherein: 

the pre-determined portion of the stroke data is related to a pre-determined physical portion of the 

form; 

Carini (col. 2, 1. 34-61 & col. 6, I. 33-34) 

and the form identification data includes a form serial number printed on the form. 

Carini (col. 7, I. 26-28) 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein-the form serial number printed on the form includes a dashed 
font. 

Carini discloses the recording of electronic stroke data, which is indicative of a digital pen device (col. 2, I. 
18-20) but does not explicitly state an electronic pen. Mattaway however does in fact disclose an 
electronic pen (8) used to capture the stroke data made on a piece of paper (Fig .2). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Mattaway 
with the teachings of Carini and use the electronic pen or digital pen to capture the electronic or digital 
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stroke data because it is one of the most simple and effective ways to do so and is exceedingly well 
known in the art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Jonathan C. Schaffer whose telephone number is (571)272-0603. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Joseph Mancuso can be reached on (571)272-7695. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

JS 




